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(A)   COLLECTIONS

The massive series, English Historical Documents, edited by D. C.
Douglas, has so far yielded five volumes covering the years
1485 - 1558 and 1660 - i874.22 The series intends to present a
representative selection from every sort of historical source, but
this has proved overambitious for the modern period. Never-
theless, there are things of value in these gigantic volumes, and
the extended commentaries, though variable in quality (those
by Browning and Aspinall stand out), are always worth atten-
tion. On the other hand, a two-volume collection of legal and
constitutional documents, chosen virtually exclusively from
official sources, offers no guidance to the student since its
editors were too modest to speak.23 More useful are four vol-
umes of documents with commentary which, between them,
provide the most up-to-date concise analysis of government
and constitution between the restoration of strong kingship and
the first Ulster crisis.24

22D. C. Douglas (general editor), English Historical Documents. L:
Eyre & Spottiswoode. Individual volumes: vol. 5, ed. C. H.
Williams {1485 -1558), 1967, pp. xvii, 1087; vol. 8, ed. Andrew
Browning (1660- 1714), 1953, pp. xxxii, 966; vol. 10, ed. D. B.
Horn and Mary Ransome (1714-83), 1957, pp. xxvii, 972;
vol. n, ed. A. Aspinall and E. A. Smith (1783-1832), 1959,
pp. xxx, 922; vol. 12, pt. i, ed. G. M. Young and W. O. Handcock
(1833 - 74), 1956, pp. xxiii, 1017. Rev: EHR, 69, 4876; 75, i68ff.,
734; 84, i7of.;#Ji, igoff.

23 W. C. Costin and J. Steven Watson, eds., The Law and the Constitu-
tion: documents 1660-1914 (2 vols.). L: Black: 1952. Pp. xviii, 465;
xix,53U

24 G. R. Elton, ed., The Tudor Constitution, documents and commentary.
CUP: 1960: pp. xvi, 496. Rev: EHR 77, 7278*. -John P. Kenyon,
ed.s The Stuart Constitution, documents and commentary. CUP: 1966:

8